Generating a Risk and Ecological Analysis Toolkit
for the Mediterranean

GREAT Med
Priority 2

Promotion of environmental sustainability at the basin level

Measure 2.1

Prevention and reduction of risk factors for the environment
and enhancement of natural common heritage

Project in brief

The Mediterranean Basin is one of the 25 hotspots and one of the 200 ecological regions
with the highest biodiversity in the world. Although covering only 0.8% of the world’s sea
surface and 0.3% of its volume, it is home to 7 to 8% of all known marine species. Similar
diversity is known for terrestrial plant life. At the same time, the Mediterranean Sea is one of
the world’s busiest areas for maritime activity and records about one third of the global oil
traffic. Tourism and freight transport, offshore platforms and waste discharges from boats or
affluent rivers are further rising vulnerability to oil and chemical spills. Pollution affects both
marine and terrestrial biodiversity and can have especially strong impacts on enclosed seas.
Biodiversity in coastal areas is also heavily threatened by land cover change, and especially
by urban and industrial development and tourism pressure.
Within this context, GREAT Med will contribute to the development of an integrated and
interdisciplinary strategy for assessing biodiversity and main human pressures (maritime
traffic, tourism and urbanization) in selected coastal areas of the Mediterranean Basin with a
view to protecting and monitoring natural heritage in space and time. The project will be
implemented in five selected areas: Gulf of Cagliari (Italy), coastal area of Provence
(France), the area of Byblos (Lebanon), Abukir Bay (Egypt) and the Gulf of Gabès (Tunisia).

Beneficiary

Sapienza University of Rome (Italy, Lazio)

Partnership

1. Aix-Marseille University, Mediterranean Institute of Biodiversity & Ecology - IMBE
(France, Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur)
2. NB. Replacement of partner ongoing
3. NB. Replacement of partner ongoing
4. University of Sfax - BIOECOS-MA (Tunisia, Sfax)
5. Saint Joseph University, Laboratory “Genomic Characterisation of Plants” (Lebanon)

Specific objectives

• To create a network of institutions, specialized agencies and local administrations for
monitoring coastal areas in the Mediterranean and for integrating local interventions in a
macro-scale action plan at basin level
• To foster the transfer of knowledge and expertise on conservation and management of
coastal areas
• To develop a specific toolkit for assessing biodiversity at plant species and community
levels and their vulnerability to potential risks (including oil spills, Hazardous and Noxious
Substances, urbanization and tourism pressures)

Expected results
•
•
•

•

Dialogue and cooperation between coastal stakeholders strengthened
Environmental status and vulnerability of 100 kilometres of coast analysed in 5 countries
(Egypt, France, Italy, Lebanon and Tunisia)
Technical and management capacities of authorities in charge of coastal areas enhanced
thanks to the diffusion of a toolkit containing procedures and methodologies for assessing
biodiversity, impact of urbanization and tourism, and contamination risks due to
hydrocarbons
Public and private initiatives and investments related to Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM) increased

Main activities
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessment of biodiversity vulnerability in concerned coastal areas and development of a
monitoring strategy for plant diversity conservation
Collection of data on oil and ‘Hazardous and Noxious Substances’ spills risk, shoreline
typologies, land cover change/habitat fragmentation and tourism infrastructures
Production of risk maps for each concerned coastal area which integrate the vulnerability
of natural heritage with the identified impacts and hazards
Development and application of a dedicated toolkit for assessing and managing
biodiversity and hazard factors
Drafting of guidelines containing good practices for sustainable coastal management
Establishment of a ‘GREAT Med’ network gathering relevant actors concerned with
Mediterranean coastal conservation/monitoring

Target groups
•
•
•

Ministries of Environment and other governmental authorities
Coastal authorities
Local and regional administrations as well as NGOs involved in coastal management

Final beneficiaries

•
•
•

Local populations and communities
Tourists and economic operators of the tourism sector
National governments, local public authorities and policy makers concerned with
biodiversity protection and coastal management

Duration

24 months (December 2013 - December 2015)

Budget

• Total budget: € 1.936.896
• Programme contribution: € 1.743.012 (89%)
• Project co-financing: € 193.884 (10%)

Website

www.greatmed.eu

Contact person

Prof. Carlo Blasi
Project coordinator
Sapienza University of Rome
greatmed-coordination@uniroma1.it
+39 06 499 126 42

www.enpicbcmed.eu

Follow us on Twitter @ENPICBCMed

